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The prosont study wae designed to genorate a profile of 
Philadelphia gang youth. Extensive tests and questionnaires were 
used to obtain peychological, sociological, demographic, and family 
background information. In addition, traces were conducted of police 
and court records to provide information on the subject's past 
criminal history. These multiple factors, many of which had been 
postulated as relevant to street gang membership, were combined 
within a single comparative procedure of analysis. This study made 
it possible, therefore, to determine the hierarchical structure of the 
variables most highly associated with street gang membership. 

‘The city of Philadelphia, like other large cities in the United 
States, has a serious juvenile street gang problem. The notion or the 
wish that violence and destruction caused by street gangs would 
disappear has given way to the realization that street gangs con- 
stitute a very real dilemma in Philadelphia today. A variety of 
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